
  

First Sunday of Advent  
 
Today, we will light the first violet candle of the 
Advent Wreath. The progressive lighting of the 
candles symbolizes the expectation and hope 
surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world 
and the anticipation of his Second Coming to judge 
the living and the dead.

First Sunday of Advent
“The season of Advent, which we begin again today, restores this horizon of hope, a hope which does not 
disappoint for it is founded on God’s Word.” — Pope Francis, Angelus, Dec. 1, 2013

§

Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception, December 8
“With a view to the saving death of the Son, 
Mary, his Mother, was preserved free from 
original sin and from every other sin. The victory 
of the new Adam also includes that of the new 
Eve, Mother of the redeemed. The Immaculate 
Virgin is thus a sign of hope for all the living 
who have triumphed over Satan by the blood 
of the Lamb (cf. Rv 12: 11).” 
— St. John Paul II, Dec. 8, 2004 

In anticipation that she was to bear the Son of 
God, Mary was preserved from the time of her 
conception from Original Sin. We call this the 
Immaculate Conception. No sin would touch her, 
so that she would be a fitting and worthy vessel 
of the Son of God. The Immaculate Conception 
does not refer to the virginal conception and birth 
of Christ, but rather to Mary’s being conceived 
without inheriting Original Sin.

In the course of time, the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception became more precisely 
enunciated, as its truth—long supported by the 
universal popular devotion of the faithful—was 
better understood by deepening theological 
inquiry.  In 1854, Pope Pius IX proclaimed this 
dogma infallibly: that is, in his role as supreme 
teacher of the Church, he declared that this 
doctrine is divinely revealed and must be 
accepted with faith by the entire Church.

“The days are coming, 
says the Lord, when I 

will fulfill the promise 
I made to the house of 

Israel and Judah.” 
 

(Jer 33:14, Lectionary)
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